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Reference: 146129
Date: 06/04/2020

Your details

Contact name: Lisa & John Mason

Telephone: 01524 67447

Email: info@lancasterdistrict.co.uk

Business name: Lancaster District Magazine

Nature of business Local Magazine & Website

Business address
line 1

26 Newlands rd

Business address
line 2

 

Town Lancaster

Post Code LA1 4JF

About the scale of your business

Number of
employees or sole

trader/self-
employed?

2 employees (both directors)

Business premises
type:

Home office

Do you pay
business rates?

No

Are you VAT
registered?

Yes

How has Covid-19 impacted on your business?

Please give details We are a husband and wife team, both directors of a local ltd company, we pay
ourselves a small paye wage and the rest of our profits in taxed dividends. 

For 11 years we have promoted local businesses, mostly independent small
businesses like ours, we also support local charities and community initiatives. Offering
local people a free publication to read local news (around 40 articles per edition)

We publish Lancaster District Magazine 6 times a year and distribute all over the
district through pick up points.

Our business has been affected in a number of ways:

- Distribution of current edition has become more costly as around 220 of our pick up
distribution points have been closed. We are now paying for extra weeks distributing
through supermarkets.

- Late/non payment of invoices due to advertisers businesses being forced closed.

- Due to the lockdown our magazine production is on hold until we reach a point where
our advertisers know they will be able to open again they will not pay for advertising
when they are closed. Therefore we do not have the income to pay to print the
magazine and bring news and information to local people.
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- We are affected because we are a small ltd company, not classed as self employed,
we are not entitled to 80% of our profits by the government, whilst still being able to
work.

As a ltd company we are only entitled to claim 80% of our minimal paye income, which
does not represent our taxed profits and would not be enough to live on, further to this,
to claim this minimal support we would have to furlough ourselves and abandon our
business, readers and the local businesses we support, this is just not viable as we
have to be in touch with our advertisers supporting them and promoting them during
this time on social media and our website. Including processing free business listings
for our COVID19 support directory on www.lancasterdistrict.co.uk

Signature: __________________________________________        Date: ____________________


